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established, organized and controlled by several trading
Communities of Rayalaseema. Among them mention may
be made of Vysyas or Komatis and Virabalanjas or
Ubhayananadesi Chalumuiabalijas. it is interesting to note
that Rayalaseema and bordering Karnataka areas had
similar trading communities. Hence the evidence from
Karnataka supplements the information gathered term Telugu
sources belonging to Rayalaseema. The most frequent
referance is made of the banajigas which probably consisted
of several sub-castes. The trading centres were controlled
by balajas both in Rayaiaseema and Karnataka. The most
frequent reference is made of the banajuvattanas. Now we
shall examine the meaning and origin of the baSanja in the
empire-Vijayanagaa period and later on describe the role of
Chalumuia balanjas of Rayalaseema who were known as-
Salumule banajigas of Karnataka.

The word 'Balanja" or Banajiga'is derived from
Sanskrit word vanik signifying tradesmen. However, different
derivations are given to the word 'Balija' or Baliga. Some
say it means 'Bom of Bali on sacrifice as their progenition
was bom in the course of the Yagna performed by Gauri,
coosort of Lord Srva. Others say that they were descendants.
of Baiarama, the brother of Sri Krishna. Hence they are
known as Baiajas. The third expalantion is that they were
the descendants of King of Magdha country, called Bali, Baliji
one Sudhakara who lived between 32 B.C. to 8 A.D.15 The
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